SENCOTEN Alphabet Conversion Chart
(Leonard and Werle, 2010)

This chart compares the SENCOTEN alphabet with the North Americanist
Phonetic Alphabet and the International Phonetic Alphabet
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Notes

In the NAPA (A) is written as /e/. This sound is pronounced like [&] similar to the
sound in ‘cat’, but not quite as low. The environment where we find (A) is before
the (K’s) and the (X’s). These are the uvular stops and fricatives.

| KAK [ qeq | q=q

In the NAPA (4) is written as /ey/. This sound is a diphthong, a combination of a
vowel and a glide.

In the NAPA (A) is written as /e/. This sound is pronounced [¢] like ‘bet’. The
environment that we seem to find (A) is before any consonants that are not the

uvular stops (K K K K) nor the uvular fricatives (X X) and are not the glide (Y)

| ASW_| 2esx | esxv | ‘seal’ |




In the NAPA (AU) and (AW) are both written as the diphthong /ewy/.

When the ‘W’ is pronounced like a vowel it is spelled U and when it pronounced
more like a glide it is pronounced W.

A hypothesis to explain this alternation is to say that before consonants the
sound/w/ is pronounced as the vowel [u], and before vowels /w/ is pronounced as
the consonant [w].

HAUT | /hewt/ |[heut] | seal
SHAWE | /shews/ | [shewsa] | ‘away’

The diphthong /ow/ can correspond to U, EU, EW. The pattern is less clear.



